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Groundwater Sustainability Plan Executive Summary

ES-1 Executive Summary

ES-1.1 Compliance Information

The Pioneer Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) has prepared this Chapter Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (Chapter GSP) in compliance with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA) as specified in Part 2.74, Division 6 of the California Water Code, beginning with

Section 10720. Table ES-1 summarizes the California Department of Water Resources’ (DWR’s)
Preparation Checklist for GSP Submittal items that are covered in this Executive Summary. For the
complete Preparation Checklist for GSP Submittal, see Appendix A.

Table ES-1. Applicable Preparation Checklist Items

GSP Regulation Section Water Code Section m

Article 5. Plan Contents, Subarticle 1. Administrative Information

Section 354.4 General Information Executive Summary Executive Summary

This Chapter GSP meets the requirements of DWR’s emergency GSP regulations. The structure of this
Chapter GSP also generally follows the order that the regulations provide, with some minor exceptions, to
facilitate efficient review by DWR. Each section is written so that it can be reviewed without extensive
cross-reference to other Chapter GSP sections.

ES-1.2 Introduction

In 2014, the California legislature enacted SGMA in response to continued overdraft of California’s
groundwater resources. The Kern County Groundwater Subbasin (Subbasin) is one of 21 basins and
subbasins identified by DWR as being in a state of critical overdraft. SGMA requires preparation of a
GSP to address measures necessary to attain sustainable conditions in the Subbasin. Within the
framework of SGMA, sustainability is generally defined as the conditions that result in long-term
reliability of groundwater supply, and the absence of undesirable results.

In 2017, in response to SGMA, the Pioneer GSA was formed. The Pioneer GSA is managed by the Kern
County Water Agency (KCWA) and was created on January 26, 2017 when KCWA’s Board of Directors
adopted Resolution 01-17, electing to become a GSA in the Subbasin. KCWA is one of several members
of the Kern Groundwater Authority (KGA), a joint powers agency created to enhance coordination among
agencies in the Subbasin.

The majority of KGA member agencies are in the KGA GSA’s jurisdiction; four member agencies have
formed their own GSAs, and are participating fully with the KGA’s coordination, including the Pioneer
GSA, the West Kern Water District GSA, the Cawelo GSA and the Semitropic GSA.

Each KGA member agency has prepared a Chapter GSP that provides information, data, and descriptions
of groundwater conditions on a localized scale. Each Chapter GSP supports the Umbrella GSP that is
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being developed by the KGA GSA. Chapter GSPs will supplement the Umbrella GSP where detailed
local information is needed. In turn, the Umbrella GSP will supplement Chapter GSPs when a broader,
Subbasin-wide approach is more appropriate. The Umbrella GSP is also being coordinated with other
GSPs under development by other GSAs that are not member agencies of the KGA GSA.

This Chapter GSP is now available for public review and comment. SGMA requires the Pioneer GSA to
develop a GSP that achieves groundwater sustainability in the Subbasin by 2040. Although SGMA
references 2015 as a basis for groundwater planning, SGMA does not require a GSP to address
undesirable results that occurred before 2015. This Chapter GSP outlines the current and historical
sustainable management of groundwater in the Pioneer GSA Area through a balanced water budget and
operation. Additionally, this Chapter GSP highlights the need for continued coordination within the KGA
and neighboring regions, and for continued groundwater monitoring.

ES-1.3 Plan Area
ES-1.3.1 Pioneer Project

KCWA acquired the Pioneer Property in 1992 to recharge and store water in the groundwater basin and to
recover water to meet shortages in surface water supplies. KCWA and the Pioneer Project Participants
entered into the Pioneer Project Participation Agreement in 1997 for the purpose of diminishing water
shortages within the respective boundaries of the Pioneer Project Participants. The total acreage of the
Pioneer Property is 2,233 acres and SWP, CVP and/or Kern River water is delivered from the Cross
Valley Canal (CVC) and the Kern River Channel for recharge. The Pioneer Property consists of three
parcels designated as North Pioneer, Central Pioneer and South Pioneer. A smaller subset of the Pioneer
Property’s 2,233 acres consists of recharge ponds. Water is also recharged using a neighboring property
known as the City of Bakersfield’s 2800 Acres (2800 Acres). Water is also recovered from wells both in
the Pioneer Property and in the 2800 Acres. Figure ES-1 shows the locations and extent of the two
properties.
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